
Have your students ever marveled at the sheer size of a 40 foot tall tree and 
wondered where it came from? What could have possibly created something so 
large? In this lesson students will learn the life cycle of trees and the stages of growth 
it takes to become a mature adult tree. Students will first develop an understanding 
for what tree parts appear during different stages of growth. Students will then 
explore how each of these parts are connected through a life cycle using story telling, 
artistic expression, and outdoor exploration.     

L esson 
O ver view

 3rd GRADE 60 MINS.

TREE TALES

Science and Engineer ing Pract ices Disciplinary Core Ideas Crosscut t ing Concept s

Develop models to describe 
phenomena. (3-LS1-1)

LS1.B: Growth and Development of 
Organisms

Patterns of change can be used to make 
predictions. (3-LS1-1)

3-LS1-1. Develop m odels t o descr ibe t hat  dif ferent  organism s have unique and dif ferent  l i fe cycles but  
all have in com m on: bir t h, grow t h, reproduct ion, and deat h.

This lesson addresses the following 3rd grade NGSS Specific Learning Outcome:NG SS

ELA/Lit eracy RI.3.3 Descr ibe t he relat ionship bet ween a ser ies of  h ist or ical event s, scient if ic ideas or  
concept s, or  st eps in t echnical procedures in a t ext , using language t hat  per t ains t o t im e, sequence, 
and cause/ef fect .

ELA/Lit eracy SL.3.4 Repor t  on a t opic or  t ext , t el l  a st ory, or  recount  an exper ience w it h appropr iat e 
fact s and relevant , descr ipt ive det ails, speak ing clear ly at  an underst andable pace.

a. Plan and deliver  an inform at ive/explanat ory present at ion on a t opic t hat : organizes ideas around 
m ajor  point s of  inform at ion, fol lows a logical sequence, includes suppor t ing det ails, uses clear  and 
specif ic vocabulary, and provides a st rong conclusion. 

Ar t s 3.VA:Cr2.1 Creat e personally sat isfying ar t work  using a var iet y of  ar t ist ic processes and 
m at er ials.

This activity addresses the following 3rd grade standards:C om m on C or e
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